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Etymology: 
This species is named after Mrs. Annie 
Ambrose. 
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TWO NEW SPECIES OF PIRATINAE STAL FROM SOUTHERN 
INDIA (HETEROPTERA — REDUVIIDAE — PIRATINAE)! 


Davip LIVINGSTONE AND C. MURUGAN? 


(With two text-figures) 


Two new species of the genus Pirates and Ectomocoris from Southern India, namely 
Pirates unipunctatus sp. nov. and Ectomocoris tuberculatum sp, nov. are described 


and illustrated. 


INTRODUCTION 


The subfamily Piratinae, among the tibiaro- 
liate group of Reduviidae, could be broadly 
divided into two groups, one having more 
elongately produced head, with antennae far 
removed in front of the eyes and having 
tibiarolium or the tibial pad developed only 
on the fore-tibiae and the other group having 
moderately elongate head with the antennae 
arising closer to the eyes and the fore- and 
mid-tibiae provided with tibiarolium. The first 
group is exclusive for Sirthenea whereas the 
second group includes several genera, Ectomo- 
coris and Pirates constituting the major genera 
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comprising of more than 90% of the recorded 
species of Piratinae and the diagnostic feature 
of these two genera is the extent of deve- 
lopment of tibiarolium. In Ectomocoris the 
tibial pad, of the fore- and mid-tibiae extends 
more than half the length of each tibia whereas 
in Piratinae it is restricted almost to the tip 
of the tibia but its lobe extending almost the 
entire length of the first two tarsomeres. In 
both genera, the second segment of the rostrum 
is the longest, more than double the length of 
the first segment and in the case of Pirates 
the fore-femora is usually, provided with tuber- 
culate spines. In Ectomocoris, however, no 
such armature has been reported to be charac- 
teristic. In the present description, the Ecto- 
mocoris species is provided with a row of 
tubercles on the fore-femora and for that reason 
it is described as new to science. 


NEW DESCRIPTIONS 


1. Pirates unipuntatus sp. nov. (Fig. 1) 


MALE: length 12 mm, width across the 
abdomen 4 mm, macropterous; elongate; head 
elongately ovate; fuscous with reddish tinge; 
testaceous; eyes black, globose; ocelli reddish 
brown; ocellar prominence moderately formed; 
anteocular and postocular areas almost equal; 
second segment of rostrum ochraceous, third 
segment fuscous and basal segment pale fus- 
cous; antennae pale fuscous, pedicel more than 
double the length of the slightly incrassated 
scape, filamentar segments and the scape almost 
equal in length; scape almost as long as the 





Fig. 1. Pirates unipunctatus sp. nov. 


anteocular area as well as the second rostral 
segment; pronotum unicolorous; dorsally dense- 
ly clothed with tomentose hairs, discal promi- 
nence moderately developed; posterior lobe 


slightly convex, postero-lateral margins elevat- 


ed; the transverse fissure between anterior and 


posterior lobes moderately deep and dark, ex- 
panded towards the exterior; carinations and 
sulcations of anterior lobe most obscure, dense- 
ly clothed with white tomentose hairs; antero- 
lateral tubercles obscure; epimeral prominence 
of the prothorax globose and porrectly produced 
in front ofthe pronotum; scutellum broadly tri- 
angular with marginal carination and central 
foveation; scutellar spine moderately develop- 
ed, porrect, fuscous; clavus and inner margin 
of the corium yellowish white with a tinge of 
red, entire corium exclusively clothed with 
tomentose hairs; thorax and abdomen unicolo- 
rous, fuscous, clothed with tomentose hairs; 
legs unicolorous, ochraceous; fore-femora in- 
crassated with median ventral longitudinal dark 
serrated carina; tibial pad of the foreleg not 
exceeding 1/4 of the tibiae but anteriorly the 
lobe reaching upto the middle of the second 
tarsomere. 


This species resembles Pirates punctum in 
having similar spotted hemelytra, carinated and 
serrated fore-femora, and in the general cloth- 
ing of the body by tomentose hairs. It can 
be readily recognised from P. punctum by its 
smaller size, colouration of the head, pronotum 
and abdomen (fuscous with reddish tinge), 
slightly incrassated nature of the scape, the 
more numerous tuberculate spines of the fore- 
femora, more elongate second rostral segment 
and by the large sized black eyes. 


FEMALE: Also macropterous. 


Type Information 

Holotype — MALE Serial No. 66, pinned 
specimen deposited at present in the reduviid 
collection of the Division of Entomology. 
Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, India. 


Collection Information 
Holotype collected by light trap in an agro- 
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ecosystem in Vadavalli, Coimbatore District, 
Tamil Nadu on 1.4.85 at 19.50 hours and 
at elevation, 500 MSL, temperature 28°C and 
humidity 70%. Paratypes: several, collected 
from the same location on different dates. 


2. Ectomocoris tubercuiatum sp. nov. (Fig. 2) 

MALE: Length 18 mm, width across the 
abdomen 3 mm, macropterous, elongate, head 
elongately ovate, piceous, smooth; head, pro- 
notum, scutellum, abdomen dorsally and ven- 
trally, thorax ventrally and membrane piceous; 
eyes black, globose, placed vertically upward; 
ocelli reddish brown, separated by a broad 
inter-ocellar furrow; legs, scape and pedicel, 
first two segments of the rostrum, clavus, basal 
half of corium and base of the membrane 
ochraceous; both filamentar segments of 
antennae pale fuscous; scape having a brown 
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Fig. 2. Ectomocoris tuberculatum sp. nov. 
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basal ring, not exceeding the length of pre- 
ocular area; third segment of the rostrum pale 
fuscous much shorter than second, almost as 
long as the first segment, second rostral seg- 
ment slightly incrassated, almost as long as 
the scape; ocellar prominence extending late- 
rally beyond the level of the eyes; pronotal 
anterior lobe almost double the length of the 
posterior lobe; antero-lateral tubercle porrectly 
produced; carinations and sulcations of the 
anterior lobe faintly differentiated, smooth with 
a median longitudinal shallow fissure through- 
out the length and extending up to the anterior 
half of the posterior lobe; the epimeral lobes 
of the prothorax globose, prominently pro- 
jecting on either side of the collar; posterior 
lobe slightly convex posteriorly, lateral and 
discoidal prominences moderately differentiat- 
ed, smooth; scutellum broadly triangular; 
median foveation obscure; scutellar tubercle 
short and porrect; corium luteous, almost 
entirely except the base and apex; legs uni- 
colourous, ochraceous; fore-femora incrassated, 
ventrally with a row of fine brown tubercles; 
the tibial pads extending more than half the 
length of tibiae and extending anteriorly 
throughout the length of the first two tarso- 
meres. 


Type information 

Holotype: MALE — Serial No. 65, pinned 
specimen deposited at present in the reduviid 
collection of the Division of Entomology, Bhara- 
thiar University, Coimbatore, India. 


Collection Information 

Holotype: Collected from underneath 
stone in Malumichampatti, Coimbatore dis- 
trict, Tamil Nadu on 22.8.85 at elevation 350 
MSL, Temperature 28°C, humidity 70%. 
Paratypes: several, all males, collected from 
Madukkarai on 2.9.83 at elevation 350 MSL, 
temperature 29°C, humidity 52%; Marutha- 


NEW DESCRIPTIONS 


malai on 1.3.84 at elevation 500 MSL, tem- 
perature 31°C, humidity 38% and also from 
Kovaipudur on 30.9.85 at elevation 400 MSL, 
temperature 33°C, humidity 74%, all the places 
within Coimbatore district, Tamil Nadu. 
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